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FAMU Admissions and Portfolio Submission Guidelines 

 
Admission decisions are made on a rolling basis as soon as your application is complete (including the faculty 
recommendation based on your portfolio submission). Due to the high number of applicants and limited number of 
spots, especially in the spring term, we recommend applying as early as possible. 
 
When submitting your portfolio, please send it to a faculty member who is familiar with your work. If you’ve 
previously taken a film course, you should choose a faculty from your university’s Film Department. If there is no 
film department, or you haven’t taken a film course before, you may choose a faculty member from an Arts or 
English department at your university that is able to assess your capacity for visual/artistic work and best advocate 
for you. If you are applying for 35mm, it is helpful for your recommender to understand your prior experience with 
16mm.  
 

What do I need to submit for my portfolio? 
 
All applicants for the CET Film Production at FAMU program are required to submit a portfolio of visual work that 
will be reviewed and factored into their admission decision.  
 
You must submit only one working link to your portfolio submission. If you are submitting several materials, they 
must be saved together in a single Dropbox, Google Drive, or similar folder. Multiple links will not be accepted. 
 
 
 

16mm Narrative Track 35mm Narrative Track 
 

5 -7 minute video 
 

OR 
 

Script + 10-15 Photographs 
 

OR 
 

Storyboard + 10-15 Photographs 
 

OR 
 

2 to 6 Visual Art pieces: painting, drawing, mixed 
media, costume and/or design portfolio option 

 

 
5-7 minute video (preferably shot in 16mm) * 

 
AND 

 
Storyboard 

 
AND 

 
10-15 Photographs 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
* if you’ve worked in 16mm but don’t have a 16mm video to 
share, you may share a video in another format 
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What are the specific guidelines for each submission? 
 

 
 

 
Video 

• Your video submission must be a minimum of 5 minutes and cannot exceed 7 
minutes in length. The video must be one cohesive piece; do not submit clips 
spliced together.  

• The preferred type of video is a narrative film. However, a non-narrative film 
such as documentary, interview, or recording of a live event, are appropriate 
submissions as well. 

• If the video is longer than 7 minutes, select the segment you want to be 
reviewed and cut the video down to that segment. Do not submit a long video 
with instructions to watch from a specific timestamp. Videos that are under 5 
minutes or over 7 minutes will not be accepted. 

• For 35mm applicants: please submit a video shot on 16mm film, if you don’t 
have a video in 35mm, you can submit a video in another format. Please be sure 
to include an explanation of what your role was in the production and your 
experience with 16mm in the FAMU Application form. 

• Platforms such as Vimeo or YouTube are encouraged. It is your responsibility to 
ensure the link is not broken or corrupt. If your portfolio is password protected, 
please be sure to provide the password. If you do not provide the password and 
we cannot access your portfolio, your application will not be accepted. 

 
 

 

Script 

• Your script submission should not exceed 5 pages in length. Please be sure it is 
formatted correctly. 

• Online shared drives such as Google Drive, Dropbox, OneDrive, etc. are 
encouraged. It is your responsibility to ensure the link is not broken or corrupt. If 
your portfolio is password protected, please be sure to provide the password. If 
you do not provide the password and we cannot access your portfolio, your 
application will not be accepted. 

 
 

 

Photographs 

• Photograph submissions should include 10-15 photographs of your recent 
photography work. The photographs must be taken by you. Photographs in 
which you are modeling will not be accepted. 

• Portfolio websites and online shared drives such as Google Drive, Dropbox, 
OneDrive, etc. are encouraged. It is your responsibility to ensure the link is not 
broken or corrupt. If your portfolio is password protected, please be sure to 
provide the password. If you do not provide the password and we cannot access 
your portfolio, your application will not be accepted. 
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Storyboard 

• Storyboard submissions can be basic but should showcase your ability to frame 
a story. The preference is for them to be related to the video submission, but 
separate projects are also accepted. 

• Length: The storyboard should cover one coherent scene with a clear beginning 
(such as a character entrance), action that moves the story forward or has 
impact on the character, and an ending (such as an exit or cut after the main 
story beat or when the scene would cut out). The length/number of pages isn’t 
as important as the visual storytelling. 

• Portfolio websites and online shared drives such as Google Drive, Dropbox, 
OneDrive, etc. are encouraged. It is your responsibility to ensure the link is not 
broken or corrupt. If your portfolio is password protected, please be sure to 
provide the password. If you do not provide the password and we cannot access 
your portfolio, your application will not be accepted. 

 
 
Visual Art 

• Visual art submissions should include 2-6 pieces photographed. These include 
paintings, drawings, mixed media, and/or a costume design portfolio. If your 
portfolio is password protected, please be sure to provide the password. If you 
do not provide the password and we cannot access your portfolio, your 
application will not be accepted. 

 

How will my portfolio & essay submissions be evaluated? 
 
Your portfolio submission and your answers to the essay questions within the questionnaire will be reviewed and 
evaluated on the following criteria:  
 
 
 

16mm Narrative Track 35mm Narrative Track 

 
Motivation & Enthusiasm 

Creative Potential 

Group Work Experience 

Time Management & Flexibility 

 
Motivation & Enthusiasm 

16mm Film Experience 

Group Work Experience 

Time Management & Flexibility 

 
 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Circle-icons-brush-pencil.svg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/

