
 

 

Syllabus of Record 
 
Program: CET Taiwan 
Course Code / Title: (TP/CLTR 250) Taiwan Indigenous Peoples 
Contact Hours: 45 
Recommended Credits: 3 
Primary Discipline / Suggested Cross Listings: Cultural Studies / History, Anthropology, Asian Studies 
Language of Instruction: English 
Prerequisites / Requirements: None  

Description  
This small island, Taiwan, was first named Formosa by the Portuguese on their way to seek trade with 
dynastic China in the 17th century. The centuries that followed saw various colonial powers imposing 
upon the island’s Indigenous peoples. To understand the challenges faced by Indigenous peoples in 
Taiwan, one must understand colonialist history on the island, including contact with the Netherlands, 
Spain, Japan, the Chinese Nationalist Party (Kuomingtang), and some may even argue the Christian 
churches. 
 
This course facilitates the reading and rereading of Indigenous Taiwanese history, tradition, culture, 
obstacles, challenges, and struggles with a comparative studies methodology, through the eyes of the 
Indigenous. In this course, students can explore topics such as Indigenous identity, stigmatizations, 
education and Indigenous languages, gender and sexuality, cultural revitalization, religious colonization, 
health, sport, and more. Students explore Indigenous perspectives and voices through film, storytelling, 
and guest lectures. A team project helps students apply what they have learned to examine the focus of 
the Indigenous Taiwanese of their choice. This course aims to cultivate students’ understanding of 
Indigenous Taiwanese and help them establish an attitude respecting the cultures and values of ethnic 
diversities in general. 

Objectives 
Through this course, students: 

● Examine the contemporary challenges faced by Indigenous Taiwanese from an indigenous 
perspective. 

● Map the power structures restricting Indigenous self-determination in their culture, tradition, 
education, and daily life.  

● Utilize critical thinking skills to describe and analyze how colonial institutions, cultures, and social 
expectations influence the lives of Indigenous Taiwanese.  

● Build connections between stigmatization, assimilation, and resilience of Indigenous Taiwanese, 
their decolonization struggles, and their path to embrace and support their cultural diversity. 

 
Course Requirements 
 
Graded assignments include: 

● Participation: Students are expected to attend each class as outlined in the CET Attendance 



 

2 
 

Policy. Active participation is essential, including reading assigned materials and engaging in 
thoughtful reflection and discussions. The reading assignment for each class is around 50 pages. 

 
Class Participation Grading Rubric 

 
  A – 90-100% 

Exemplary 
B – 80-89% 
Proficient 

C – 70-79% 
Developing 

D – 60-69% 
Unacceptable 

F – 0-59% 
Missing 

Frequency of 
class 
participation 

Actively 
contributes 
2+ times per 
meeting 

Actively 
contributes at 
least 1 time 
per meeting 
  

Actively 
contributes at 
least half of the 
time during term 
  

Actively 
contributes less 
than half of the 
time during term 
  

Does not 
contribute 

Quality of 
class 
participation
* 

Contribution 
is always 
thoughtful, 
accurate, 
and 
constructive, 
frequently 
interacting 
with peers 

Contribution is 
mostly 
thoughtful, 
accurate, and 
constructive, 
usually 
interacting with 
peers 
  

Contribution is 
somewhat 
thoughtful, 
accurate, and 
constructive, 
sometimes 
interacting with 
peers 
  

Contribution is 
rarely thoughtful, 
accurate, and 
constructive, 
rarely interacting 
with peers 
  

Does not 
contribute or 
interact with 
peers 

Level of 
class 
preparation 

Always fully 
prepared 
and on task 

Mostly 
prepared and 
on task 

Somewhat 
prepared and on 
task 

Rarely prepared 
and on task 

Consistently 
unprepared 
and not on 
task 
  

● Reflection Papers: Students are required to submit three (3) reflection papers of 800-1,000 
words (double-spaced pages) each during the assigned weeks. These reflection papers must 
demonstrate student’s critical analysis and deliberate reflection on the assigned topics. Students 
are encouraged to cite any sources as supporting evidence or discourses. 

 

● Team Project & Presentation: One Small Thing About Indigenous Taiwanese: Teams of 3-4 
students will collaborate to explore a topic related to Indigenous Taiwanese. The topic can be on 
concepts, social issues, cultural aspects, or habits that interest the students. The project will be 
completed by following these steps: 

1. Submit a description of the chosen topic, no more than 250 words, stating the topic, its 
significance, and the team's approach to it.  

2. A 5-minute debriefing on the team project proposal, including the theme, methodology, 
text or visual materials the team plans to utilize to study the subject. 

3. A 10-15 minute class presentation to share the group’s inquiries and findings. Any 
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creative way of presentation, including drama or storytelling, that clearly states the result 
of this team project and helps the audience understand is welcome. 

4. A 2,500-3,000 word written report of the project methodology and findings. 
 

● Self-assessment Paper: Students are required to submit a self-assessment writing of 800-1000 
words. This essay encourages them to express their insights, thoughts, and reflections on their 
learning throughout the course. This final assignment encourages students to include detailed 
plans for practically expressing their appreciation and embracing Indigenous culture and ethnic 
diversities. The scoring criteria for this article are based on students' understanding and reflection 
on the issues discussed in this course and their plans for future encounters with different ethnic 
groups.  
 
This essay should consist of:  
1. What were your thoughts or perceptions about Indigenous Taiwanese before taking this 
class?    
2. How does your understanding of them differ from Indigenous peoples you have encountered or 
learned about?    
3. Which topic(s) in this course surprised you the most or taught you valuable lessons?    
4. Do you have any additional insights or thoughts on the abovementioned topic(s) that the 
instructor did not cover?    
5. Please suggest a creative and simple action to raise awareness about the needs of people 
from different ethnic groups, both for yourself and those around you. 

All paper assignments are to be submitted on Canvas no later than the deadline. 

Grading 
 

The final grade is determined as follows: 
 
Participation      20% 
Reflection papers (3 at 10% each)   30% 
Team project      40% 

1. A written description of the topic (5%) 
2. 5-minute debriefing on team project proposal (5%) 
3. 15-minute class presentation on the project result (15%) 
4. Final written report (15%) 

Self-assessment paper     10% 

Readings 

Acabado, Stephen, and Kuan, Da-wei, 2021, ‘Indigenous peoples: Heritage and landscape in the Asia 
Pacific’ in Acabado, Stephen, and Kuan, Da-wei, eds. Indigenous Peoples, Heritage and Landscape 
in the Asia Pacific: Knowledge Co-Production and Empowerment. Oxford: Taylor & Francis Group. 
p.1-15. 
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Anderson, Kim. 2016. A Recognition of Being: Reconstructing Native Womanhood. Second edition. 
Toronto: Women’s Press. 

Barclay, Paul D. 2018. Outcasts of Empire: Japan’s Rule on Taiwan’s “Savage Border,” 1874-1945. [Open 
Access edition]. Oakland, California: University of California Press.  

Brown, Melissa J. 2004. Is Taiwan Chinese? The Impact of Culture, Power, and Migration on Changing 
Identities. Berkeley: University of California Press. 

Chen, H. , Chu, N. , Chen, H. & Yeh, M.. 2014. The Smoking Behaviors of Indigenous Taiwanese. Journal 
of Nursing Research, 22 (1), 12-19.  

Cheng, Sheng Yao, and W. James Jacob. 2008. “American Indian and Taiwan Aboriginal Education: 
Indigenous Identity and Career Aspirations.” Asia Pacific Education Review 9 (3): 233–47.  

Chen, Shwu-Meei, and Young Ah Lee. 2015. “Dancing with Ethnic Identities: An Aboriginal Dance Club in a 
Taiwanese Middle School.” International Journal of Multicultural Education 17 (2): 20–35.  

Chen, Ya-chen, ed. 2017. Gendering Taiwan: The Rise of Taiwanese Feminism. Cham: Springer 
International Publishing AG.  

Chiu, Hsin-hui. 2008. The Colonial ‘Civilizing Process’ in Dutch Formosa, 1624-1662. Leiden: Brill. 

Clifford, James. 1997. Routes: Travel and Translation in the Late Twentieth Century. Cambridge, Mass.: 
Harvard University Press. 

Clifford, James. 2013. Returns: Becoming Indigenous in the Twenty-First Century. Cambridge, 
Massachusetts: Harvard University Press. 

Deloria Jr, Vine, Samuel Scinta, Kristen Foehner, and Barbara Deloria. 2011. Spirit and Reason: The Vine 
Deloria Jr. Reader. New York: Fulcrum Publishing. 

Denetdale, Jennifer. 2006. “Chairmen, Presidents, and Princesses: The Navajo Nation, Gender, and the 
Politics of Tradition.” Wicazo Sa Review 21 (1): 9–28. 

Fan, Mei-Fang, and Sheng-Chun Sung. 2022. “Indigenous Political Participation in the Deliberative 
Systems: The Long-Term Care Service Controversy in Taiwan.” Policy Studies 43 (2): 164–82.  

Green, Joyce A., ed. 2017. Making Space for Indigenous Feminism. 2nd edition. Halifax: Fernwood 
Publishing. 

Hsiau, A-chin. 2021. Politics and Cultural Nativism in 1970s Taiwan: Youth, Narrative, Nationalism. New 
York, NY: Columbia University Press. 

Ho, Yann-Ru. 2022. “Indigenous Language Curriculum Revival: An Emancipatory Education Analysis of 
Taiwanese Indigenous Language Policy and Textbooks.” Journal of Curriculum Studies 54 (4): 501–
19. 
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Hong, Chung-Chih (Ayah Demaladas). 2021, ‘An Unheard Story-the Impact of Christianity on the 
dismantlement of Pangcah women’s traditional power’ in Collections of the 5th International 
Indigenous Voices in Social Work Conference. Hualien, National Dong Hwa University Press. P.173-
206. 

Hong, Chung-Chih & Silan, Wasiq. 2023, When Indigenous Peoples Meet the State: Reflecting Indigenous 
Identities through the Politics of Name in Taiwan. in B Jing & T Lodén (eds), Assessing the 
Development of Taiwanese Identity. Institute for Security & Development Policy, Stockholm-Nacka, 
pp. 34-41.  

Hou, Chien-Chou, and Tsuann Kuo. 2019. “Home Care Services for Indigenous Population in Taiwan: 
Cultural and Socio-Structural Implications for Long-Term Care Policy.” Journal of Gerontological 
Social Work 62 (3): 306–23.  

Huang, Chia-Yuan, Daniel Davies, and Dafydd Fell, eds. 2021. Taiwan’s Contemporary Indigenous 
Peoples. Abingdon, Oxon: Routledge. 

Huang, Karen. 2023. “‘We Are Indigenous People, Not Primitive People.’: The Role of Popular Music in 
Indigenous Language Revitalization in Taiwan.” Current Issues in Language Planning 24 (4): 440–59. 

Huang, Hsiao-Ching, Tsai-Fu Tsai, Ya-Ching Wang, and Yi-Maun Subeq. 2021. “Postnatal Self-Care 
Experience of Truku Women’s Traditions and Mainstream Acculturation and Reconstruction in 
Taiwan.” Library Hi Tech 39 (4): 1187–99.  

Huang, Tung-Chiou. 2007, “The Themes of the Amis Folk Songs and Their Roles in Language 
Revitalization.” Taiwan Indigenous Studies Review, no.2 (2007): 97-114. 

Hughes, Diane, and Sarah Keith. 2012. “Creating Space for Where Ancestors Once Walked: The Singer-
Songwriter as Cultural Identity.” Journal of Creative Communications 7 (3): 177–90.  

Kuan, Da-Wei, 2021, ‘From territorial claim to land-use plan: The experience of dialoging Indigenous 
ecological knowledge and state management regime in Taiwan’ in Acabado, Stephen, and Kuan, Da-
Wei, eds. Indigenous Peoples, Heritage and Landscape in the Asia Pacific: Knowledge Co-
Production and Empowerment. Oxford: Taylor & Francis Group. p. 88-107. 

Kuo, Su-chiu. 2023. Tracing the History of Contemporary Taiwan’s Aboriginal Groups: From the Periphery 
to the Centre. Abingdon, Oxon: Routledge. 

Lee, Ling-Ling, Shu-Huan Lin, and Ian Philp. 2015. “Health Needs of Older Aboriginal People in Taiwan: A 
Community-Based Assessment Using a Multidimensional Instrument.” Journal of Clinical Nursing 24 
(17-18): 2514–21. 

Liu, Pi-Chen. 2021. “Plant-Women, Senses, and Ecological Considerations: Rethinking Ritual Plants and 
Their Taboos among the Pangcah of Taiwan (1920–2020).” Social Compass 68 (4): 529–47.  
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Liu, Pi-Chen. 2021. ‘Shamanism and gender construction among the Kavalan of Taiwan: Men and women’s 
illness caused by different spirits’ in Torri, Davide, and Sophie Roche, eds. The Shamaness in Asia : 
Gender, Religions and the State. Abingdon, Oxon: Routledge. P. 208-224. 

Lo, Su-Mei, and Jer-Ming Hu. 2023. “Knowledge and Practices of Growing Wild Edible Plants in ‘Amis 
Home Gardens: Content and Social Distribution of a Traditional Ecological Knowledge System of 
‘Etolan, South-Eastern Taiwan.” In Islands of Hope: Indigenous Resource Management in a 
Changing Pacific, edited by Paul D’Arcy and Daya Dakasi Da-Wei Kuan, 1st ed., 61–80. ANU Press. 

Man-Chiu Amay Lin & Bowtung Yudaw. 2013, Rethinking community-based Indigenous language 
revitalization using cultural-historical activity theory, Current Issues in Language Planning, 14:3-4, 
436-456. 

Masashi Watanabe. 2006. “Identity Seen in the Acculturation of Sumo Done by Indigenous Peoples of 
Taiwan, Chihpen Puyuma.” International Journal of Sport and Health Science 4 
(Special_Issue_2006): 110–24.  

McKinley, Elizabeth Ann, and Linda Tuhiwai Smith, eds. 2019. Handbook of Indigenous Education. 
Singapore, Singapore: Springer Nature. 

Munsterhjelm, Mark. 2014. Living Dead in the Pacific: Racism and Sovereignty in Genetics Research on 
Taiwan Aborigines. Vancouver: UBC Press. 

Porter, A. N. 2004. Religion versus Empire?: British Protestant Missionaries and Overseas Expansion, 
1700-1914. Manchester: Manchester University Press. 

Rudolph, M. 2006. From Forced Assimilation to Cultural Revitalization: Taiwan’s Aborigines and Their Role 
in Taiwan Nativism. In: Sautman, B. (eds) Cultural Genocide and Asian State Peripheries. Palgrave 
Macmillan, New York. 

Scruggs, Bert. 2019. ‘It all starts in Hualien--Pangcah Woman; Rose, Rose, I Love You; and The Man with 
the Compound Eyes’ in Chang, Bi-yu, and Pei-yin Lin, eds. Positioning Taiwan in a Global Context : 
Being and Becoming. Abingdon, Oxon: Routledge. P.45-60. 

Shih, Shu-mei, and Lin-chin Tsai, eds. 2021. Indigenous Knowledge in Taiwan and Beyond. Singapore: 
Springer Nature. 

Silan, Wasiq, and Mai Camilla Munkejord. 2022. “Hmali’, Rgrgyax and Gaga: A Study of Tayal Elders 
Reclaiming Their Indigenous Identities in Taiwan.” AlterNative: An International Journal of Indigenous 
Peoples 18 (3): 354–63.  

Simon, Scott. 2023. Truly Human: Indigeneity and Indigenous Resurgence on Formosa. Toronto: University 
of Toronto Press. 

Simon, Scott, Jolan Hsieh, and Peide Kang, eds. 2023. Indigenous Reconciliation in Contemporary Taiwan: 
From Stigma to Hope. London: Routledge, Taylor & Francis Group. 
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Teng, Emma Jinhua. 2005. Island of Women: Gender in Qing Travel Writing about Taiwan. In Burton, 
Antoinette, and Ballantyne, Tony, eds. Bodies in Contact: Rethinking Colonial Encounters in World 
History. Durham: Duke University Press. P.38-53. 

Wu, Hsin-Yi. 2024. “Is Revitalizing Culture a Beautiful Dream? Objects, Archives, and Images of 
Indigenous Taiwan in Hu Tai-Li’s Documentary Returning Souls (2012).” The Senses and Society 19 
(2): 218–30. 

Ye, Ruiping. 2019. The Colonisation and Settlement of Taiwan, 1684-1945 : Land Tenure, Law and Qing 
and Japanese Policies. Abingdon, Oxon: Routledge. 

Yen, Ai-Ching, and Yin-An Chen. 2023. “Collective Action for Sustainable Development: A Case Study of a 
Tayal Indigenous Community in Taiwan.” In Islands of Hope: Indigenous Resource Management in a 
Changing Pacific, edited by Paul D’Arcy and Daya Dakasi Da-Wei Kuan, 1st ed., 283–308. ANU 
Press. 

Yu, Junwei, and Alan Bairner. 2012. “Confucianism, Baseball and Ethnic Stereotyping in Taiwan.” 
International Review for the Sociology of Sport 47 (6): 690–704.  

Yu, Junwei, and Alan Bairner. 2010. “Schooling Taiwan’s Aboriginal Baseball Players for the Nation.” Sport, 
Education and Society 15 (1): 63–82.  

 
 

Outline of Course Content 
 

Topic 1 – Wow! There are Indigenous peoples in Taiwan: Introduction of the Course, Indigenous People 
and Indigeneity 

 
Topic 2 – History of the ‘Other’: From barbarians, bottom class to the pride of Taiwan? 
 
Topic 3 – Indigenous Identity I: ‘Who am I’ under Nationalism and Ethnocentrism  
 
Topic 4 – Back Home I: The entanglement of cultural revitalization and cultural performance on 

Indigenous identity 
 
Topic 5 – Becoming Indigenous or Taiwanese: Affirmative Action in Indigenous Education-the bonus 

grading and the Indigenous-focus studies approaches 
 
Topic 6 – Indigenous Identity II: ‘Who am I’ in my tribe and family (Indigenous status law, personal name 

reification) 
 
Topic 7 – Back Home II: Speaking my Grandma’s Language (Indigenous languages revitalization and its 

obstacles) 
 
Topic 8 – Back Home III: Re-connecting with the Spirits of Ancestors and Creatures 
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Topic 9 – Back Home IV: Re-visiting the role of Genders and matriarchal culture in Indigenous 
communities 

 
Topic 10 – Encountering Modernization I: Average life expectancy, rural community medical resources, 

long-term care for the elderly and alcoholism issues 
 
Topic 11 – Encountering Modernization II: Art, Sport, Music and the Romantic Imagination of the 

Indigenous 
 
Topic 12 – Back Home V: Returning to Our Promised Lands 
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