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Program: CET Taiwan

Course Code / Title: (TP/PBHL 310) Global Health: The Perspective from Taiwan

Total Hours: 45

Recommended Credits: 3

Primary Discipline / Suggested Cross Listings: Public Health / Asian Studies, Health Sciences,
Global Studies, International Relations

Language of Instruction: English

Prerequisites / Requirements: None

Description

Why are Taiwanese more willing to wear masks than Americans? How do Taiwan's marriage
equality law, the need for assisted reproduction, and global medical travel lead to inequalities?
How did Taiwan's healthcare system become part of its national identity? While COVID-19
undoubtedly highlighted the importance of global health, it is about more than just pandemic
control. Global health is about issues that impact our lives in significant ways. This course covers
topics in global health from a Taiwanese perspective, including the colonial roots of global health in
both Taiwan and the world; Taiwan's key role in global health while being excluded from both the
UN and World Health Organization (WHO); and Taiwan's COVID "success story" and its lessons
on public trust, collectivist morality, disinformation, and pandemic nationalism. It also explores how
social-economic status, gender, sexual identity, ableness, and immigration status intersect with
health care.

This class takes a critical, decolonial, and intersectional approach to examine and challenge power
structures in global health. Throughout the course, students use a self-reflexivity approach that
asks: In global health interconnectivity, who suffers and benefits, why and how this happens, and
what can we each do about it? Three field classes increase the diversity of perspectives and voices
in the course.

Content warning:

At times, this course intentionally invites students to engage with readings and content that are
controversial. Students might find this disturbing. The intention is not to endorse perspectives, but
rigorously engage with them. If certain material is emotionally challenging, students can discuss
with the professor before or after class. Students may also leave the classroom without academic
penalty if the discussion becomes too emotionally challenging. Students are, however, responsible
for all missed material, and so should arrange to get notes from another student or see the
professor individually.
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Objectives
In this course, students:
 Analyze key topics in global health from a Taiwanese perspective
» Form a working understanding of a decolonial and intersectional view of global health
« Examine different social phenomena through the lens of health
 Build a comparative and critical capacity to understand global health policy and issues.

Course Requirements

Students are expected to attend each class as outlined in the CET Attendance Policy. Students are
to read all assigned materials before each class session and come prepared to participate
thoughtfully in class discussions. Reading assignments average about 50-80 pages per class.

In addition to course participation, graded assignments include:
+ Leading a class discussion. Students select an article from the course reading list and lead
a classroom discussion that includes a brief article summary, analysis of the main
arguments, critiques, and discussion questions. Class members fill out a feedback form to
provide constructive comments to the presenter.

» Four self-reflexivity exercises. Students turn in a short self-reflexivity essay (3 pages/800
words) three times during the semester that reflects on their own learning from the
previous weeks. Essay content includes key concepts learned, how course materials relate
to one's own experiences and things they learned elsewhere, critiques of the readings, and
feedback for the instructor. At the end of the semester, students turn in a final self-
reflexivity essay (5 pages/1,200 words) that synthesizes essential concepts they have
learned in class and how they plan to continue learning about global health after the class.

 Final group presentation that includes submitting a presentation plan and constructive
peer feedback. Students form small groups and pick a global health topic for a 30-minute
final presentation. Presentations are to include an introduction of the topic, a literature
review, personal observations, critical analysis, and compare and contrast. Creativity in
content and format are welcome.

Grading
The final grade is determined as follows:
25%  Discussion leader (20%) and feedback (5%)
25%  Self-reflexivity exercises. (Three at 5% each and the final one at 10%)
20%  Preparation for class and participation in class discussions
30% A collaborative final presentation
5% Proposed presentation plan
20% In-class presentation
5% Peer review and feedback
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Outline of Course Content
Topic 1: Global health, colonialism, and globalization
+ Taiwan and the past
* Decolonization and the contemporary shadow of colonialism
Topic 2: Racism, politics, and world power imbalance in global health
* Taiwan as an excluded but vital player
Topic 3: COVID-19 and its many stories
* Public health mandates and compliance
* Collectivist morality
* Human rights concerns
+ Vaccine hesitancy and public trust
* Democracy and infodemic
Topic 4. COVID and pandemic nationalism
Topic 5: National Health Insurance and national identity pride in Taiwan
Topic 6: Intersectionality, marginalization, and global health
Topic 7: Domestic policy and global medical travel
+ Marriage equality?
* Assisted reproduction technology and globalization
* Global reproductive inequalities
Topic 8: Fertility, family, and feminism
Topic 9: Immigration and global care work
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