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Program: CET Taiwan

Course Code / Title: (TP/GENS 350) Gender and Sexuality in Taiwan

Total Hours: 45

Recommended Credits: 3

Primary Discipline / Suggested Cross Listings: Gender Studies / LGBTQ+ Studies; Sociology;
East Asian Studies; History

Language of Instruction: English

Prerequisites / Requirements: Prior coursework in Gender Studies recommended

Description

This interdisciplinary course explores how gender and sexuality are socially, historically, and
culturally constructed in Taiwan. Through readings, multimedia, and class discussion it covers a
broad range of issues in the fields of gender, masculinity, LGBTQ#+, femininity, and sexual identity
studies, allowing students to conceptualize these topics in both the past and present, and from
theoretical and practical perspectives. The class includes analyzing how gender and sexuality as
both a lived experience and topic of study intersect with other identities shaped by class, race,
ethnicity, and age.

For each of the three core topics of LGBTQ+, masculinity, and femininity, the course considers the
historical development of ideas and realities about gender and sexuality. Moving to the modern and
contemporary eras, it surveys the emergence of political and social movements for rights and
legitimacy. In seeking to understand the relationship between sexuality, gender, and power, course
topics also include issues of migration and global human flow, sex work, family and reproduction,
domestic and sexual violence, and the path to and aftereffects of the 2019 decision to legalize
same-sex marriage in Taiwan, which made it the leader of the struggle for LGBTQ+ rights in Asia.
At least one field class increases the diversity of voices in the course.

Content warning:

At times, this course intentionally invites students to engage with readings and content that are
controversial. Students might find this disturbing. The intention is not to endorse perspectives, but
rigorously engage with them. If certain material is emotionally challenging, students can discuss
with the professor before or after class. Students may also leave the classroom without academic
penalty if the discussion becomes too emotionally challenging. Students are, however, responsible
for all missed material, and so should arrange to get notes from another student or see the
professor individually.
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Objectives

In this course, students:

« gain the ability to situate gender and sexuality within Taiwanese cultures and its social,
cultural, legal, economic, and institutional settings.

«  master key concepts, theories, and histories underpinning the field of gender and sexuality
studies.

«  distinguish the power structures that shape dominant assumptions about gender and
sexuality and develop greater awareness of people whose lived experiences do not neatly fit
these expectations.

«  strengthen critical understandings and attitudes towards new sexual forms that permeate
everyday encounters.

»  advance or refine skills in critical reading of primary and secondary sources; researching and
collecting information, evaluating evidence, developing arguments, and formulating
conclusions; and communicating orally and in writing in a clear, concise, and cogent manner.

Course Requirements

Students are expected to attend each class as outlined in the CET Attendance Policy.

Active participation in class is essential. Students are to read or view all assigned materials before
each class session and come prepared to participate thoughtfully in class discussions. Reading
assignments average about 50-80 pages per class.

In addition to course preparation and participation, graded assignments include:
* A 10-minute class presentation with slides on a topic related to the course
 Four short response papers on the assigned class readings
» Afinal research paper (15 pages/ 3,750 words) on a topic connected to our course and
determined in consultation with the professor

Grading

20%  Preparation for class and participation in discussions
20% Individual presentation to the class

20%  Short response papers (4 papers, at 5% each)

40%  Final research paper

Readings
Aizura, Aren. Mobile Subjects: Transnational Imaginaries of Gender Reassignment. Duke
University Press, 2018.

Bedford, Olwen, and Shu-Ling Hwang. “Flower Drinking and Masculinity in Taiwan.” The Journal of
Sex Research 48, no. 1 (2011): 82-92.

Brown, Melissa J. "Gendering Cosmopolitanism." In Private Lives, Public Histories: An Ethnohistory
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Lexington Books, 2020.
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Kong University Press, 2017.
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Hong Kong.” In Changing Chinese Masculinities: From Imperial Pillars of State to Global Real
Men, edited by Kam Louie, 220-244. Hong Kong: Hong Kong University Press, 2016.

. “Sex as a Ritual: Transforming Women’s Sexual Being from ‘Human-like’ to ‘Animal-like’ in
Taiwan.” East Asia 28, no. 1 (2010): 37-55.

Yeh, Te-Hsuan. “Defacing Shame.” In Perverse Taiwan, edited by Howard Chiang and Yin Wang,
183-209. London: Routledge, 2018.
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Communication 12, no. 2 (2019): 111-127.

Outline of Course Content
Topic 1: Introduction: Terms and definitions; conceptualizations

Topic 2: Women's Studies in Taiwan
Theory: Reconsidering the analytic framework and re-reading the past
History: From gender traditions to modernizing experiences
Traditional female virtues and markers of the feminine

Topic 3: Feminist movements in Taiwan
Pioneers and the emergence of modern feminism in the 1970s and the 1980s
Legislation and the emergence of scholarship in the 1990s
Contemporary feminism and women's issues
Indigenous women's issues

Topic 4: Masculinity Studies in Taiwan
Theory: Patterns of Chinese patriarchy; Polygyny and patrilineality
History: What has shaped masculinity historically?
Indigenous ideals and practices of masculinity
Contemporary notions of Taiwanese masculinities
Homosocial and toxic masculinity

Topic 5: LGBTQ+ in Taiwan
History: Traditional LGBTQ+ sexuality and culture
Modern and Contemporary LGBTQ+ life and culture
Discrimination: Life under authoritarian rule
Crystal Boys to Qiu Miaojin
Coming out and family relations

Topic 6: The legalization of same-sex marriage in Taiwan
The rise of a rights movement
The path to the 2019 new law: political and culture obstacles and how they were overcome
Life after the law: pros and cons



o,

Syllabus of Record CET Actoeme

PROGRAMS

Topic 7: Trans, Queer, and Nonbinary life in Taiwan

Topic 8: Gendered confinement and sexual violence
Domestic violence, sexual harassment and assault, legislative remedies

Topic 9: Migration, labor, and gender in contemporary Taiwan
Transnational marriage and the emergence of immigrant spouses in Taiwan
Southeast Asian migrant workers in Taiwan

Topic 10: The commercialization and commodification of sex in modern Taiwan
The wartime "comfort women" and sexual slavery in Taiwan
From prostitution to sex work

Topic 11: Family and reproduction in Taiwan
Pregnancy and abortion; the declining birth rate; alternative/assisted reproduction



