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Description 
Since its foundation in 1921 following World War 1, Jordan has received large numbers of refugees from 
neighboring countries and beyond. The mosaic of Jordanian identity has been formed from this diverse 
mixture of refugees combined with the indigenous Hashemite people. Refugees have come to Jordan 
from a variety of social backgrounds and economic classes, bringing with them distinct values, cultural 
traditions, and skills. Refugees from Syria differ from those who have come from Yemen, as those from 
Chechnya differ from those from Iraq, Israel/Palestine, and Armenia.  
 
This course analyzes the different degrees of integration into the host communities as well as cultural, 
legal, and economic factors that influence the assigning of different roles to specific nationalities. Course 
materials highlight the ways refugee communities have been influenced by their hosts and vice versa.  
This includes examining the impact on Jordanian culture and traditions (food, clothing, language, 
religion) as well the influence on the Jordanian labor market, health care system, and general 
infrastructure. Furthermore, the course explores issues of asylum and related challenges such as 
mutual adjustment and stereotyping, in addition to the historical context of the conflicts that have 
displaced people and rationale for choosing Jordan as a place of refuge. It also debates the 
controversial issue of refugee admittance and resettlement. 
 
Leveraging the Jordanian context as a classroom, the course has a significant field-based component. 
Lectures are supplemented by guest speakers, interviews with people who have resettled in Jordan, and 
field visits to large international agencies such as UNRWA and the UNHCR, as well as an NGO working 
in food security issues with refugee populations in Jordan.  
 
Objectives  
In this course, students learn to: 
 

• Distinguish between the concept of asylum through the eyes of refugees and those of the host 
country. 

• Appreciate the various reasons why Jordan has been chosen as a country of asylum for millions 
of people. 

• Understand the impact of Jordan’s reception of refugees and its geopolitical role extending into 
the Arab Spring. 
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• Build a nuanced understanding of the different perspectives of refugees in a way that 
challenges traditional views. 

• Examine the concept of integration between refugees and host communities. 
• Understand the UN mandate and the responsibilities and limitations of UNRWA and the UNHCR 

in providing assistance and protection to refugees, especially those from Israel/Palestine and 
Syria.  

 
Course Requirements 
Students are expected to thoroughly prepare for each class and to actively participate. Class 
attendance, as outlined in the CET Attendance Policy, is critical for success in the course and 
includes guest lectures and field-based components. In addition to class lectures and debates, the 
course features guest lectures and field visits, to organizations like UNRWA, UNHCR, and a Syrian 
refugee food security program in the Jordan Valley.  
 
Students must complete all readings prior to class and be prepared to thoughtfully engage with the 
issues that are being examined.  
 
Graded assignments include: 
 

• Reflection papers: 3 short response papers (2-3 pages) following documentary videos, and 
field visits to NGOs 

• Interviews: 2 short response papers (2-3 pages) following two interviews with non-
Jordanian residents of Jordan to discuss how they define their experience in Jordan and 
their place in the social composition. 

• Final Paper: 9-12 pages, excluding bibliography, on a topic determined in consultation with 
the faculty member.  

• Presentation: 15 minutes, with 10 minutes for questions, on the topic of the final paper. 
This should include a PowerPoint presentation of approximately 15 slides.  

• Final exam: focuses on the key issues analyzed during the course. An exam review activity 
the class before will assist students in preparing for the exam. 
 

Grading 
The final grade is determined as follows: 
 

• Preparation and participation 15% 
• Reflection papers (3)   15%  
• Response papers (2)   20% 
• Final paper   20%  
• Presentation   10% 
• Final Exam   20% 
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Additional Resources 
Memorandum of Understanding between the Government of Jordan and UNHCR (1998). Available 
at: http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/3ae6b31920.html  
 
UN Resolution 194: Available at: https://www.securitycouncilreport.org/un-documents/document/ip-
ares-194.php   
 
The 1951 UN Convention on Refugees: Available at: https://www.unhcr.org/3b66c2aa10    
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Council of Foreign Relations: A System of Under Strain: https://www.cfr.org/interactive/r 
efugeecrisis/index.html?utm_source=tw_iigg&utm_medium=social_owned#!/a-system-under-strain 
 
International Organization for Migration: https://www.iom.int/ 
 
Refugee History Archives: http://refugeehistory.org/blog/2017/5/25/10-refugee-history-archives 
 
The Refugees Study Center at the University of Oxford: https://www.rsc.ox.ac.uk/ 
 
UNHCR: https://www.unhcr.org/ 
 
UNHCR Jordan: https://www.unhcr.org/jo/ 
 
UNRWA: www.unrwa.org  
 
Outline of Course Content 
The course covers approximately 1 topic every 2-3 weeks.  
 
Topic 1 – An Introduction to Refugees and Forced Migration Studies 

• The current refugee crisis: definitions and numbers.  
• Connotations of terminologies: guest/host/refugee/migrant 
• The 1951 UN Convention on Refugees.  
• The role and responsibility of the UNHCR.  
• 3 Solutions and layers of local resistance: repatriation, resettlement, local integration.  
• Refugee camps and their connotations from perspective of refugees, hosts and the global 

community, symbolic meanings 
 
Topic 2 – Jordan as a Place of Refuge 

• The historical role of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan as a place of refuge.  
• Power dynamics between host/guest/refugee: who is regarded as guest? Or Refugee? 
• Receiving refugees: Cherkassy, Armenian, Chechen, Palestinian, Iraqi, Yemeni and Syrian 

refugees.  
• Power dynamics among religious and ethnic minorities residing in Jordan 
• International law and the geopolitics of refugee reception in the Middle East. 

 
Topic 3 – Jordan and the Palestinian Refugee Issue 

• The Nakba: Conflicting narratives of the 1948 war. Connotations of terminologies: 
Israel/Zionist occupation/Israelis/Jews 

o The Palestinian refugee camps. 
o UN Resolution 194. 
o The Right of Return Debate – layers, implications on refugees in Jordan.  

• The Naksa: Jordan and the 1967 war. 
• UNRWA and the Palestinian Refugees, distinctions from UNHCR.  
• The debate regarding hereditary refugee status.  

Topic 4 – Jordan and the Syrian Refugee Issue  
• The Syrian war: Reasons, repercussions, relief efforts, and Jordan’s role.  

https://www.iom.int/
http://refugeehistory.org/blog/2017/5/25/10-refugee-history-archives
https://www.rsc.ox.ac.uk/
https://www.unhcr.org/
https://www.unhcr.org/jo/
http://www.unrwa.org/
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• UNHCR Jordan: Protection, assistance and Syrian refugee camps (Zaatari, Azraq and 
Rukban).  

• Challenges: Security, health and education.  
• The Jordan Response Plan (JPR) and public opinion.  
• The politics of aid and development - debates on economic and development discourse 

 
Topic 5 – The Impact of Refugees on Jordan 

• The mosaic of Jordanian identity & Jordan’s identity crisis 
• Challenges and opportunities: How Jordan has been impacted by refugees and refugees 

impacted by Jordan. 
• The impact on the economy: Boost or burden? 
• The impact on the labor market. Taking or making jobs? Division of labor market along 

ethnic lines 
• The impact on culture and traditions. Where are you from? 

 
Topic 6 – Analyzing Key Issues 

• Successes and Limitations: An analysis of Alexander Betts and Paul Collier, Refuge: 
Transforming a Broken Refugee System. 

• USAID and the controversial history of educating refugee youth. 
• Refugee resettlement debate: Should Western nations accept more refugees from the 

Middle East?  
• Power dynamics of global community: global north vs global south/ financially independent 

wealthy states (donors) versus economically dependent states, impacts on state 
sovereignty 

 


